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LESSON 2:

SINEIEE PRESENCEOF THE KING—(PART 1)”
(ESTHER 5:1-14)




In the Presence of the King (Part 1)

(Esther 5:1-14)
Series Title: Never Give Up

KICK STARTERS:

= What is the definition of the word “risk?”
— What is the greatest risk you’ve ever taken?

SCR'PTU RE: (Before studying this material, consider listening to the corresponding message online at:

http://www.northmaincog.org/media/sermon-media)

Esther 5:1-14 (NLT)

1 On the third day of the fast, Esther put on her royal robes and entered the inner court of the
palace, just across from the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne, facing the
entrance. > When he saw Queen Esther standing there in the inner court, he welcomed her and held
out the gold scepter to her. So Esther approached and touched the end of the scepter.

? Then the king asked her, “What do you want, Queen Esther? What is your request? | will give
it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!”

* And Esther replied, “If it please the king, let the king and Haman come today to a banquet |
have prepared for the king.”

® The king turned to his attendants and said, “Tell Haman to come quickly to a banquet, as
Esther has requested.” So the king and Haman went to Esther’s banquet.

® And while they were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, “Now tell me what you really
want. What is your request? | will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!”

7 Esther replied, “This is my request and deepest wish. 2 If I have found favor with the king, and
if it pleases the king to grant my request and do what | ask, please come with Haman tomorrow to
the banquet | will prepare for you. Then | will explain what this is all about.”

? Haman was a happy man as he left the banquet! But when he saw Mordecai sitting at the
palace gate, not standing up or trembling nervously before him, Haman became furious.

1 However, he restrained himself and went on home.

Then Haman gathered together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, 1 and boasted to them about
his great wealth and his many children. He bragged about the honors the king had given him and
how he had been promoted over all the other nobles and officials.

2 Then Haman added, “And that’s not all! Queen Esther invited only me and the king himself to
the banquet she prepared for us. And she has invited me to dine with her and the king again
tomorrow!” > Then he added, “But this is all worth nothing as long as | see Mordecai the Jew just
sitting there at the palace gate.”

% S0 Haman’s wife, Zeresh, and all his friends suggested, “Set up a sharpened pole that stands
seventy-five feet tall, and in the morning ask the king to impale Mordecai on it. When this is done,
you can go on your merry way to the banquet with the king.” This pleased Haman, and he ordered
the pole set up.



GROUP DISCUSSION:

I

After fasting for three days, Esther determines to approach the king knowing that it could cost her her life. After
reading this passage of Scripture, describe what happens...

Finally, in the presence of the king, Esther’s life is spared as King Xerxes extends the golden scepter toward her.
What was Esther’s request and what was the kings response (vv. 1-5)?

At the banquet, King Xerxes asks Esther the meaning and purpose of the banquet with he and Haman (his second-
in-command). What is Esther’s response to the king (vv. 6-8)?

As the king and Haman left the banquet, Haman again sees Mordecai sitting at the palace gate not standing or
trembling in his presence. Of course, this incenses Haman. What does Haman do (vv. 9-14)?

In this scene, Esther finally resolved to go before the king knowing it could cost her her life. However, she knew
that it was the right thing to do. Has there ever been a time when your resolve was tested? Has there ever been a
time when you knew the right thing to do, and you knew there was great risk and sacrifice involved? What did you
do?

Esther’s risk paid off, and she accomplished what she set out to do. Why is it so hard to take risks and make
sacrifices even when it’s the right thing to do?

Haman'’s pride and arrogance dominated his very being. He was consumed with power, and didn’t take lightly
those who would not bow in fear to him. How does pride and arrogance destroy us? What are the signs and
effects of pride and arrogance in a person’s life? Is this something you struggle with?

SELF-EVALUATION/APPLICATION:

= ARE YOU COMMITTED to do the right thing even when your resolve is tested? Or, are you prone to give up and

not do the hard things that are required of those who seek to do the right things? Do you easily buckle under
pressure, ar wilt when your back is up against the wall?

= THE BIBLE is replete with stories on both ends of the spectrum: Those who give up, and those who press on.

However, the best example we have of risking it all isn’t found in the story of Esther, but the story of Christ. He
went the distance. In Him, we see that...“Love never gives up even when its resolve is tested.”

= MEMORY VERSES: Esther 5:1-2; Hebrews 4:14-16; Proverbs 16:18.




NOTES:

North Main Exists to...

“Develop completely committed followers of Christ who:
Know Christ intimately,
Grow in Christ continually, and,
Go for Christ daily;

Through:
Core Families,
Community Partnerships, and
Global Connections.”
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